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THOMAS ELLIOT
Environmental Scientist ,  MEngSt,  PhD

Canada Research Chair in Measuring the Impact of Human Activity on Climate Change
Socio-ecological systems modelling applied to measuring human impacts on climate
change with a focus on urbanisation
Scenario development for climate policy analysis

2017 - 2021
University of Lisbon/MIT Portugal

PhD (Sustainable Energy Systems)

ESTIMUM (Ecosystem Service Toolbox developed from multi-scale Integrated Modelling of
Urban Metabolism)

Urban Nature-Based Solutions and ecosystem service assessment
Urban metabolism and Carbon Footprint of urban processes
Thesis: "The far-reaching impacts of urbanisation on ecosystem services and how we
can tackle them"

2017
Massey University

Post Graduate Certificate (Planning)

Urban ecology and sustainable landscape planning
Ecological economics

Education

Ecosystem services

Social-ecological contagion

Industrial ecology

Nature-based solutions

Tipping points

About Me

I am an environmental scientist from Aotearoa
New Zealand, specialised in modelling socio-
ecological systems. Currently my work relates
to social tipping points influencing climate
change.

My work incorporates methods from life cycle
assessment and carbon footprint to better
understand the cause-effect relationships
between human and ecosystem health.

My interests include bicycle touring, sailing,
cricket, and trivia. In 2015 I travelled from New
Zealand to Europe by sailing and cycling
before commencing my PhD in Portugal. 

Expertise

Best poster: Sustainable Urban
Systems

2023, International Society for
Industrial Ecology conference

Best paper

2020, International Conference on
Sustainable Development

Awards

English (native)

Language
2014-2015

Massey University

Master of Engineering Studies

Supervised by Professor Sarah McLaren and Professor Emeritus Ralph Sims
Life Cycle Assessment methodology and practice
Thesis on environmental impacts of electric bicycles in Wellington

Climate adaptation
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